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ODYSSEY CHARTER NEWS
October 2013
Headmaster Dr. Nick Manolakos
Assistant Headmaster Ms. Jackie Pastis
Assistant Headmaster Mrs. Denise Parks
Important Dates:
Fall School Portraits:

Oct. 15 at the lower school
Oct. 16 at the upper school
Field Trip:

November 1st-5th grade ecosystems field trip

OCTOBER IS HEALTH SCREENING MONTH AT ODYSSEY
Vision and Hearing Screenings are almost completed at the lower school.
Soon, these screenings will start at the upper school for all 4th graders and students new to Delaware public
schools.
If any deficits are found, a repeat exam will be performed by nurse on later date. If a deficit is again found, a
letter recommending a referral will be sent home.
*Please assure all students bring their glasses and hearing aids every day*
Posture Screenings (scoliosis) will be completed for all 5th and 6th graders by early November. When a
date is set, a letter will be sent home to let you know when, what students should wear, and what they should
expect during the screening.
If your child has been seen by a doctor for spine/back concerns, please let upper school nurse know before
this date.
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Gym Class
The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade has started their first unit of the year on
soccer. The students will be learning proper technique of dribbling,
passing and shooting as well as some different offensive and defensive strategies.
The 6th grade has completed their first unit of the semester on team
handball. Team handball is a game developed from soccer in which
teams compete against each other in which the ball is thrown, caught
and dribbled with the hands. Next up for the 6th grade is floor hockey. Mr. Laudeman

Art Class
Kindergarten artists have continued their study of the art of ancient civilizations by making mosaics of
their Greek names. First grade has wrapped up a study of the Renaissance and moved on to impressionism. We are currently studying Claude Monet. Second grade has begun a study of Pop Art with a
current focus on Roy Lichtenstein's comic book style art. Second graders, please remember to be saving labels from a favorite food for our Andy Warhol repeated pattern project.
Students at the upper school have completed portraits of their teacher/staff member. This year we
have 48 staff members just at the upper school! The portraits are hung up in the hallway for you to
see. They are also learning how to draw various forms and how to add a cast shadow. The artist,
Wayne Thiebaud, is their inspiration, and they are creating cakes/desserts made out of forms. The 6 th
grade class also worked on staff portraits, created beautiful African 3-D masks (these are also displayed in the hallway with a description about them), and working on how to shade 3-D forms.

Mrs.Roosma and Mrs. Ciriaco
Check out our art blog at http://odysseyartroom.blogspot.com/

Counselors’ Corner
Our PBS Kick-off was a great success! Students, K-6, enjoyed gathering together and even had a visit
from Ozzie the Owl! Your children will be receiving tickets when they are "caught being good." Surely
they will be excited to tell you about the various cash-out rewards they choose!
Guidance lessons are continuing in grades K-5 and our small groups have begun!
As counselors, we have the privilege of listening to children share their thoughts and feelings on a
daily basis. Given hectic days and busy schedules, this opportunity doesn't always take place at
home. Listening to our children, and providing emotional support, are the best ways to find out what is
really going on in their lives. Try to set aside special uninterrupted time and listen carefully to all that
this is expressed. You don't have to agree, just hear them, and be flexible. Let your child be the
guide. The discussion may result in something different from what you had in mind!
Barbara Berrick
Upper School Counselor

Kristin Nannas
Lower School Counselor
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Classroom Highlights

Fourth Grade
The fourth grade teachers would like to thank both parents and students for a wonderful
month of September and a terrific start to a new school year! We are excited about what’s
to come this year and have really enjoyed getting to know, and work with our new group
of students. Also, we would like to extend a sincere THANK YOU to all of the parents and
guardians who attended Back to School Night. We had a great turn out and are so thankful to have such enthusiastic and dedicated families to support our students!
Fourth grade students are finishing up a unit on Life Structures and Animal Adaptations in
Science, a unit on Addition and Subtraction in Math, and have enjoyed reading some wonderful stories, while practicing essential literacy strategies in Language Arts. We are beginning a unit on the Titanic in Language Arts this week, which will last approximately a
month. In Social Studies, we are about to begin a unit about Delaware. We’ve been building our students’ vocabulary across the content areas, but are particularly excited about
studying Greek and Latin Roots. In fourth grade, we focus on looking at word roots, prefixes, and suffixes to help learn new vocabulary words. It is an amazingly useful tool for
your children to have as they continue through school, and life. Last, please remember to
check your child’s binder regularly for graded work and curricular updates. Thank You!
“An Investment in Knowledge Pays the Best Interest.” –Benjamin Franklin

First Grade
A lot has been happening in First Grade! We had a blast on our O.R.E.O (Our Really
Exciting Online) project. We made Oreo towers, stacking as many Oreos as we could before
the tower fell, we made Oreo sculptures, we compared a regular Oreo to a Birthday Cake Oreo
and then wrote about our favorite! Thank you parents for sending in the Oreos!
First Grade is participating in the Delaware Volunteer Firefighters Association’s annual
poster and essay contest. The topic for First Grade is to create posters illustrating the dangers
of Matches, Lighters and Smoking Material. The students worked very hard on these posters
and put a lot of effort into them!
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Middle School Highlights
Middle School
Greetings from the Sixth Grade Science Classroom!

During the month of October, our friends in sixth grade are exploring the scientific method and proper experimental design. Specifically, the
students are learning how these topics relate to testing medicine and studying people scientifically. In a recent activity, students simulated a clinical
trial of a headache medicine using pink lemonade. In this investigation,
students were introduced to the idea of establishing control and treatment
groups within the experiment, and learned about the use of a placebo. Last
week, we read how the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves
only products that have been proven to be both safe and effective in a
clinical trial prior to it being made available to the public. Currently, we
are working on how to interpret a medicine’s safety and effectiveness
through collected data, and how to report this data in our writing. By the
end of the month, we will be wrapping up our first unit and moving on to
the human body systems!
-Miss Athena Manolakos
Sixth Grade Science

This past month, the sixth graders have been busy learning all about numbers.
For our unit project, they displayed all of their new skills and unit concepts by
showcasing their favorite numbers through posters, food creations, props, poems, booklets, etc. They also made connections to their surrounding world with
their number and added personal insight. Some of our “unit buzz words” included prime, composite, factorizations, divisibility, conjectures, multiples, exponential form, and expanded form.

Brittany Rehrig
6th Grade Math Teacher
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Greek Program
Dear Parents and Students,

Benefits Students Can Enjoy in Studying Greek
Learning Ancient and Modern Greek could be a wonderful brain exercise and educational experience, but also a significant
assistance in the learning of other languages, including English, to everyone, and certainly American students.
It’s not the same to read some of the best and most essential texts written in the human history in translation and in the
original. In Greek were written Iliad and Odyssey, the dialogues of Plato, the works of Aristotle, the tragedies of Sophocles
and Euripides, the history of Thucydides and Herodotus, to name some of them. Being able to access the original text, to
understand the fine nuances, to find the truth when translations are conflicting, to enjoy the wonderful word creation in
Homeric poetry and other texts are certainly big advantages.
Learning Greek helps the English speaker to speak and understand better his own language in a way that no other language
can do. The quantity of Greek words in English is remarkable. But also the quality of Greeks words : here you find words
as basic as base, analysis, problem, zone, theory and climate, as common as phone, photo, cinema, machine, police and bicycle ; here you find the great majority of the names of the sciences, of the medical conditions and of biology. Knowing
Greek thus enables you to understand what means for example biology, economy, an (a) emia, anthropomorphism, dinosaur and metro. Also of Greek origin are abundant prefixes and suffixes, like amph (i)-, a (n)-, ant(i) or –ize.
In addition the borrowed into English Greek words already familiar to an English speaker, one finds in Greek a great
amount of words etymologically related to English, something normal as the two languages belong to the same linguistic
family of the Indo-European languages. So common words in Greek as father, foot, door and wine are quite close to their
English equivalents (and let you understand why in English we say patri-arch, octo-pus and (o)eno-logy). Greek words as
democracy, tele-vision, Europe and euro are used in numerous languages worldwide.
As far as grammar is concerned, due to the highly inflectional nature of the Greek language, students must revise (or learn)
grammar concepts, something which is obviously useful for their own language also. The Greek alphabet is an additional
benefit: foundation of both the Latin and the Cyrillic alphabet, solid and already semi-familiar to an English speaker (24
letters, some of them shared with the Latin alphabet) is learned without difficulty in a few weeks and is helpful in the sciences.
Greek as a language is quite complex (nevertheless easier than e.g. Japanese and Chinese) but immensely rewarding. If the
teachers know the language well and do their job in a pleasant way, the pupils would soon start to profit considerably by
the language and have fun with the alphabet, the vocabulary, the structure and the culture. If you want merely that the students learn English Language and find a job you could stick to English but if you want to expand their horizons and to allow them to be aware of the origins of the words and of the contemporary civilization, do teach them Greek.
Demetra Rassia
Greek Curriculum

Greek Class
Kindergarten Greek Math

In Greek math we have been working on counting and graphing. We are making The Very
Hungry Caterpillar books IN GREEK where we learn the days of the week, we learn to
write our numbers in Greek, and we graph the fruits the caterpillar ate each day! These
projects will be coming home soon.
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Greek Class
First Grade Greek Math
After patterns we moved on to another exciting subject: graphs! We graphed just
about everything: from our age and gender to our favorite Olympic games! The
children learned how to collect data, how to organize it in graph form, how to read
a graph and how to compare and contrast. We hope you saw the beautiful poster portraying our favorite ancient Olympic sport; it was displayed at the 5K finish
line.
Until next time happy graphing!
Evi, Niki and Tina

Odyssey of the Mind
Odyssey of the Mind (OotM) is an international educational program that provides creative problem solving opportunities for student from kindergarten through college. Team members apply their creativity to solve problems that range
from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. The solutions are presented
at competitions on local, state, and World levels. Thousands of teams from throughout the U.S. and 25 other countries
participate in the program.

Odyssey Charter will be sending teams from grades 3-6
There will be a second
informational meeting on
Thursday, October 17, 2013
7:00pm at the Upper School
Chorus

Chorus is open to all students in
grades 3 - 6. We will meet on Friday
afternoons, and it's not too late to join!
Ms. Dries
Kaitlin.Dries@odyssey.k12.de.us

