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ODYSSEY CHARTER NEWS
September 30, 2014
Headmaster Dr. Nick Manolakos
Assistant Headmaster Mrs. Denise Parks
Assistant Headmaster Ms. Jacqueline Pastis
Headmaster’s Message
Fall Greetings OCS Families!
Welcome to the latest and greatest new edition of the OCS Newsletter courtesy of Mrs. Ciriaco, our Upper School art teacher. This year our K-4 grades
moved to our new Lower School Campus and our student body and faculty
continues to grow dramatically. To help adjust to the massive amount of
change our school is undergoing, our parent community has let us know
that they are seeking more relevant information provided to them in a convenient and timely fashion.
This OCS Newsletter is just one of a series of initiatives to help respond to
the needs of our parent community for more information about the many
great things happening around our school. We are currently in the initial
planning stages of revamping our web page. This will be the centerpiece of
our new efforts to communicate effectively with our whole school community. Also, both the Upper School and Lower School Assistant Headmasters
will be sending home a biweekly newsletter to update parents about happenings at both campuses. In addition, the new monthly Headmaster’s
Corner will be sent home with students and also posted on the OCS Web
Page.
For our staff, Monday Morning updates from Mrs. Parks and Ms. Pastis at
the upper and lower school campuses will insure all staff are receiving the
same message across all grade levels to share with our students and families.
We hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter which Mrs. Natalia Ciriaco
has diligently worked to kick off this new school year. There is a wealth of
information about the wonderful activities and events going on at Odyssey.
I hope that you will all take the time to review all of these exciting stories
and please know that we are all looking forward to seeing you at the fall
conferences.
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OCTOBER EVENTS
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1-MP 1 Interim Ends, Gr. K-4
MP 1 Interims Home Gr. 5-7
OCS PTO Meeting

3-SCHOOL CLOSED, Teacher In-Service
PTO Hayride - Family Event 1-3
8-MP 1 Interims Sent Home K-4
9-IDEA Awards Ceremony
17-$1 Spiritwear Dress Down Days
(Tops only, uniform bottoms required)

29-School Portrait Day
31-Halloween
MP 1 Ends Gr. 5-7

2

IDEA

A
W
A
R
D
S

The Charter School Network will be
hosting the IDEA Awards Ceremony on
October 9th. For more information or
to order tickets go to:
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http://www.decharternetwork.org/

Nominees:
Impact Award: Nick Manolakos

Innovation Award: Greek Staff
Dedication Award: Tracie Principe
Community Ties Award:
Natalia Ciriaco
Cornerstone Award: Jo-el Fetizanan,
Jen Ballas, and Julie Tsakumis

Odyssey Art being displayed at the
awards show:
Wyett Etshman-Kindergarten
Aashritha Sama-Kindergarten
Ana Lane-6th grade
Danny Kenney-7th grade

3

SCHOOL NURSE
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It’s that time of the year: Cold and Flu season is upon us.
Please remind your children that getting plenty of sleep, eating healthy foods, and good hygiene
are important ways to prevent illness. Wash your hands before and after eating, after blowing your
nose or coughing into your hands. Also, remember to cover your coughs and sneezes.

How to know if your child is sick enough to stay home from school:
Students at Odyssey Charter are expected to attend school every day. However, the possibility that
they will get sick during the year is always present. Illnesses can be lengthy, and many times it is
difficult to decide whether or not to send your child to school. The following guidelines may be helpful in making the decision.
A student should NOT attend school if:

A fever (100.4 or greater) is present in last 24 hours without medication.
The child has a cold with persistent heavy nasal discharge.
A persistent uncontrollable cough is present.
The child has a very painful sore throat or a sore throat lasting longer than 24-48 hours
and is getting worse.
Vomiting or diarrhea occurs in last 24 hours.
An unidentified rash is present.
Child is pale, lethargic or generally does not feel well.

FORMS, FORMS, AND MORE FORMS
We know the request for forms to be filled out are an exhausting part of school each fall; but it is an
important part of assuring safety for your child.
Please make sure you have sent to the nurse:



Yellow Medical Emergency Card



Wellness policy, which includes our new policy outlining changes to how birthdays may be
celebrated
If your child has asthma or food allergies, please make sure they have appropriate Action Plans
signed by their physician on file in the nurse office. These plans must be renewed each year.
If your child will be participating in our middle school sports program, please send in a DIAA
Sports Physical, (5 pages, signed by a doctor after April 1st of 2014) This would need to be reviewed before their first practice.

Health and Hygiene


Personal hygiene promotes physical, emotional, and social well-being.



Personal hygiene includes frequent hand-washing, bathing daily, using soap, brushing teeth
twice per day, flossing daily, and wearing clean clothes and undergarments daily.



Students as early as fourth grade may also need to use deodorant to control body odor. Most
people are not aware of their own odor until it is pointed out by someone else, and this may be embarrassing.



Good hygiene practices not only reduce allergens, odor, germs and illness, but also add to overall clean appearance and show self-respect.
Please help your child develop daily hygiene habits as part of an overall healthy lifestyle. 4

COUNSELORS’ CORNER
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September is PBS student kick-off month for grades K-7. Assemblies will be held in each building featuring teacher role plays, staff
videos and a visit from Ozzie the Owl, our school mascot!!!! These
sessions will help to reinforce the Odyssey Owl Expectations of
Outstanding Effort, Winning Respect, Living Responsibly and
Showing Kindness. Students have already started collecting tickets
when they are “caught doing the right thing”. There are cash out
carts with a variety of fun things, a classroom list of intangibles, as
well as 3 celebration events per year. Your child should be excited
to tell you the various cash out rewards they have to choose from
and how they are choosing to spend their OWL tickets.
Mrs. Berrick and Ms. Nannas

KINDERGARTEN CLASS
The kindergarteners at Odyssey are quickly becoming Odyssey
Owls! During the month we will continue to learn and practice
expected Odyssey Owl classroom, hallway, bathroom, and bus
behaviors. We are also continuing to build our endurance at becoming
a full day student. The classroom is a busy place in kindergarten! We
are learning daily lessons in Reader's Workshop & Writers
Workshop, we are working with counting, patterns, and position
words in Math, and we are continuing to study our five senses in
Science. An October fieldtrip to Milburn Orchard will be a terrific
opportunity to kick-off our study of Trees! We are enjoying making
many new friends and learning that kindergarten is such a fun and
exciting place! We are building a wonderful foundation for truly

YOUR LOGO HERE
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FIRST GRADE
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The First Grade has been exploring apples and
learning about Johnny Appleseed! This unit
includes math concepts such as graphing and
sequencing, and science skills such as observing, hypothesizing, and experimenting. As a
culminating activity, we will be attending a
field trip to Linvilla Orchards. There, we will
take a hayride to learn about the various types
of crops grown at Linvilla, we will visit the animals, eat lunch in the picnic area and visit the
Play Land. The trip will take place on Friday,
September 26th, Johnny Appleseed’s birthday! Happy Birthday Johnny Appleseed!

SECOND GRADE
Second graders have been working hard and are off to a
great start this school year. We spent a lot of time
getting to know each other and establishing our
classroom routines and procedures. The second grade
teachers are looking forward to a fun and productive year! In
Reading, our first focus is on “Main Ideas.” Students are learning
about main ideas in a whole group setting and practicing their skills
in their daily centers. In Writing, students are learning about and
applying the writing process to create their first piece. Students have
also been busy in Math working with tens frames, fact families and
addition and subtraction facts. Additionally, students have begun to
explore our first Social Studies unit on government and
communities, and are eager to begin our first science kit which is
called “Soil.” We are looking forward to what the next couple of
months will bring!

YOUR LOGO HERE
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THIRD GRADE
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Third grade is off to a great September start! We
have reviewed our reading comprehension strategies as well as started our spelling and differentiated
small group instruction. After learning about Literary Genres, students worked in teams to create their
own posters. For whole class book club, we are
reading Charlotte’s Web and we love reading our
Accelerated Reader leveled books to make us better
readers! Third graders are writing their own personal narratives, concentrating on one small moment.
In math, we learned new strategies to compare and
round numbers to five digits! In Social Studies, we
studied communities, rights, responsibilities and
privileges. Third graders are such amazing Odyssey
O.W.L.S. !!

FOURTH GRADE
Fourth Grade is off to a wonderful start! We kicked off the
year by reading some great books and learned about our
reading strategies to help us build our reading
comprehension. We are eager and excited to start our new
Benchmark Literacy program! In writing, we have been
going through the steps of the writing process to produce
a descriptive paragraph about a nature walk that we took
around the building. Our first unit of math, place value, is
in full swing! We are working our way up to the millions
and will be taking our test soon. Our next unit will be
addition of larger numbers and subtraction across zeros.
Fourth grade would like to thank the parents for an
amazing turn out for Back to School Night and for all the
supplies that they brought in for our classrooms this year!
We are looking forward to a successful year full of learning
and growth. Don’t forget to be practicing your
multiplication facts every night!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ELA
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We’ve gotten off to a great start with setting up
routines, rules, and expectations for our reading
and writing workshops in the ELA blocks. Students spent time creating their writing folders
and familiarizing themselves with the writing
process, over used words, and reviewed basic
parts of speech. We also read books that stimulated conversations and gave insights about
friendships, apologies, teamwork, and meaningful conversations---essentially set the stage to
have a classroom that is conducive to thoughtful, reflective, and collaborative learning. We
look forward to a great year of authentic conversations and writing pieces about books, characters, themselves; and delve deep into the world
around us with non-fiction reading! Mrs. Yarram and Ms. Potochney
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In 6th grade ELA, we are off to an exciting and busy start to the
school year. The students have all completed projects for their
summer reading books, and they really seemed to enjoy the
books that they chose to read. The Incredible Journey and The
View from Saturday seemed to be the most popular books with
the students. We are now in the process of learning about Literary Elements (setting, plot, mood, tone, theme, etc.) and identifying them within literature. The sixth graders are also working
on writing an opinion/argument essay. This essay is their first
“big” writing piece this year, but there will be many more to follow! Ms. Dawson and Ms. Coupe

This month in English 7 we have been experts on getting to
know one another to create a climate of respect, trust, and
collaboration as valuable educational partners. Together we
are focusing on the big question of how our actions influence
our lives. In studying genres and practicing short stories, we
have been able to accomplish a deeper understanding of plot,
setting and conflict. The unit we’ve been working on
encompasses several purposes for reading and writing in order
for our students to gain knowledge about interrelationships
among plot, conflict and setting. We’ve been doing great in
making the connections between sixth grade texts and seventh
grade text. We are working towards answering our main
question of this unit, “What happens when a belief system is
challenged?”
Ms. Todd and Ms. Stockl
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH
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5th Grade Math students have been working hard learning about
place value during the month of September. They have expanded
their knowledge to the thousandths place in decimals. Ask them to
multiply or divide any decimal by a multiple of ten and they will
probably do it quickly! They are also really excited about expressing multiples of tens using exponents. They even know how to convert measurements using powers of ten! Now they spend their days
expressing decimals in various different forms. I’m sure they could
teach you what a decimal looks like in unit form if you aren’t quite
sure yourself. Mrs. Reynolds
OCS sixth grade students are setting the bar high in math class. With our
problem-based learning curriculum, students have been actively expanding upon their number sense and have been working hard to persevere in
problem solving. We are wrapping up our first unit of the year with a
“Favorite Number Project.” Students will be applying their new
knowledge by showcasing their favorite number. We have emerging experts on factorizations, prime and composite numbers, multiples, factors,
and exponents to name a few of our acquired skills. Stay tuned for more
exciting math happenings! Ms. Rehrig
As we near the middle of the first marking period, we’re
coming up on our first test. We are currently wrapping up our
work on Shapes and Designs. We’ve been discovering the
properties of different polygons by hands on activities.
Students have worked with shape sets and angle rulers to
uncover these properties. They will finish the unit by working
with geoboards on a game using the properties of
quadrilaterals for review. We’re excited to start working with
the number system and learning more about integers!
Ms. Vinton
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE
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5th

5

6

Grade Science had their STEM Career
Days the week of 9/15. Many parent volunteers
came in to talk about their careers in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math. We learned
about their jobs, what makes them exciting, and
classes needed in school to help them become a
future scientist or engineer! We will begin learning about the 8 practices that scientists and
engineers use every day to study the world around us to answer questions
and solve problems that affect all of us in our daily lives in how we live. 5th
graders will make self-contained ecosystems and study the effects of salting roads when it snows, fertilizing our farms and gardens, and how factories
and emissions create acid rain. The terrarium will contain crickets, pill bugs,
grass, alphalfa, and mustard seed. The aquarium will contain mosquito fish,
snails, and elodea. Mrs. Horgan
During the month of September, our friends in sixth grade have
been exploring the scientific method and proper experimental design.
Specifically, the students learned how these topics relate to testing medicine and studying people scientifically. In a recent activity, students
simulated a clinical trial of a headache medicine using pink lemonade.
In this investigation, students were introduced to the idea of establishing control and treatment groups within the experiment, and learned
about the use of a placebo. In addition, students are reading how the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves medicines in a clinical trial prior to it being made available to the public. In these activities,
students interpret a medicine’s safety and effectiveness through collected data, and report their opinion of the medicine using the data in their
writing. By the end of the month, we will be wrapping up our first Unit
in Science and moving on to the human body systems!

Miss Athena Manolakos
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Student's just finished learning the characteristics of
life! They will now be able to determine what is living and
what is not living. Last week we set up our mini
ponds. Student's went outside and collected twigs, leaves,
grass, and flowers. These will be ready for investigation in a
few weeks. They will be finding organisms under the
microscope that grew in their mini ponds! It's a busy,
exciting time in 7th grade science!
Ms. Adamek
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES
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In 5th Grade Social Studies we are starting our
year talking about our Civics Standard. This
has to deal with learning how to be a good citizens and the privileges and obligations of a
good citizen. We are learning these things
through our Bill of Rights model unit. In this
unit we will learn the 10 amendments that make up the Bill of
Rights and then learn how to apply them to everyday situations.
Mr. Shane Morley
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During the month of September, our sixth graders have begun
exploring geography. The students started the unit by thinking
about mental maps and how our individual perspectives define the way we see the world. In a recent activity students
tested their ability to work as a team, and their knowledge of
world geography, as they created tear maps of the world in
small groups. By the end of October the entire sixth grade will
know the relative locations of world regions and the characteristics of the regions!
Ms. Rachel Beeson
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The Seventh Grade Social Studies Curriculum integrates civics, history,
economics, and geography into one cohesive course. The first unit we are
doing this year is called “Expansion of Freedom.” This unit focuses on the
impact perspective and majority rule has on individual and minority rights;
as well as, the role the United States Constitution has on supporting citizens’
rights in a variety of court cases. The first couple of weeks of school were
focused on understanding the structure of the “United States Constitution”
as we created our own “Classroom Constitution” that we will follow
throughout the course of the year. All of the rights, responsibilities, and
rules were discussed, voted on, and agreed upon by the entire seventh grade
student body. The “Classroom Constitution” can be spotted hanging up in
Room 8 for all Social Studies students to see as class is in session.
Greg Altmeier
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GREEK CLASS
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Our kindergarteners have been busy learning to introduce themselves and
write their names in Greek for the bulletin board we presented at back to
school night!
Since then we have been having fun counting in Greek and making graphs:
of how we feel, how many boys and girls are in our class, and how many
blue and white stripes are in the Greek flag!

K

1

Kyrios Giannis
Kyria Maria
Kyria Soula

September has been a very
busy month for First Grade
Greek Language and
Math! The children have
been sharpening their
counting skills and working diligently on graphs and
patterns. We graphed just about everything: our favorite
colors, varieties of apples, gender, food and number of
letters in our names. Please take a moment to look at the
beautiful ice-cream cones they have made representing
various patterns! In Greek Language, the children are
learning about the weather and how to read syllables and
simple words! Upon reviewing and interacting with the
Greek alphabet, the children were inspired to draw some
very artistic and funny characters to help them remember
the letters better.In some classes the children are learning
how to name family members and describe them based on
their physical characteristics.
Thanks to everyone who came out for back to school
night. It was a pleasure meeting you!
Kyria Elpida, Kyria Evi, Kyria Niki
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Ellinomatheia - Certificate of Attainment in Greek
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Last year we saw the beginning of an exciting new development at Odyssey in
the area of Greek language studies, with the introduction of “Ellinomatheia.”
This was the opportunity for some of our students who demonstrated exceptional promise in their studies of the Greek language to voluntarily elect to participate in the Exams of Attainment in Greek. The Odyssey Charter School has also
been accredited by the Greek Ministry of Education and the Center for the
Greek Language as an Examination Center for Ellinomatheia. Our students
worked hard under the guidance and tutoring of our very dedicated and talented
Greek Language faculty. We are extremely happy and proud to report that every
single one of our students who par ticipated in this progr am last year passed
the exams and received the Certificate of Attainment in Greek. This is not only

just a great accomplishment, but it also has the added benefit of being applicable later towards college credits. Our most heartfelt congratulations go out to the
following students:
Joanna Crisomia, Mei-Linh Dewson, Grayson Donohue, Rafaela Dougherty,
Kylee Mulrooney, Shannon O’ Sullivan, Zoe Rigas, Eleni Staikos, Walter
Thompson, Theodore Tsakumis

The Greek Staff
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ART CLASS
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Lower School
Grades K-4 have been working on a unit
on color theory to start out the year. We
are becoming familiar with the color
wheel and how it works. We have had
fun mixing play doh to create the full
color wheel! Kindergarteners are now
doing finger paint color wheels, while
older grades are working on mixing tints
and shades to create even more color!
We learned that to make a color darker,
you add black, and to make a color lighter, you add white.
Mrs. Roosma

Upper
School
During the first few weeks of schools the 5th graders designed
their table folders which they will keep their artwork in. They
also learned about stained glass art and created their own name
designs that resembled stained glass. 6th grade classes worked
on their portfolios which will be kept here for the whole year to
store their artwork in. They also made a 3-D optical
illusion that included a checkerboard and moving
spheres. 7th graders also made portfolios and are becoming designers by creating their own unique skateboard designs. They needed to include images or words
about themselves. Mrs. Ciriaco
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MUSIC CLASS
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Lower School
We are having lots of fun in music class! This month is all about practicing how to keep a steady beat. Kindergarten practiced this by tapping rhythm sticks in different ways. They also got to explore space,
weight, time, and flow through movement with scarves. 1st Graders got
to practice steady beat collectively by using one of our favorite tools in
music class - the super stretchy band! In 2nd Grade, we practiced
steady beat by tossing bean bags to the macrobeats and microbeats.
They also had fun learning the silly song, "My Aunt Came Back" and
creating their own rhyming verses for it. 3rd Grade students practiced
moving to the beat in stationary space and locomotor movement. They
also got to learn a fun and challenging hand-clapping game. In 4th
Grade, students have been working a lot on notation. Students can recognize quarter notes, half notes, quarter rests, eighth notes, and sixteenth notes. We used our notation skills to learn an instrumental part
for "Brother John" and played it on boomwhackers and the xylophone.
They also practiced sixteenth note patterns in the dance/game,
"Chicken on a Fencepost." Students in 3rd-7th Grade also had their
first chorus practices this week. We are doing some challenging pieces
this fall and are already excited for the Winter Concert!
Ms. Dries

Upper School
I'm very exciting to be joining the Odyssey family this year and continuing
the wonderful band program that was started last year. Students are
beginning their sectionals this week to learn about the new band schedule
and what we'll be preparing for during rehearsals. And next week we'll be
digging in with instruments and the new music for the winter concert!
Katie Dries and I have been working to find a suitable venue for our
(rather large) winter concert and will be sending out information about our
first chorus/band performance of the year as soon as we everything on the
schedule.
I'm very excited to get things under way and continue to grow the music
program at Odyssey. I am already overwhelmed at the support I have
gotten from the community, and for that, I thank you.
"After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing the inexpressible is
music." Mr. Kelley
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS
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Lower School
My name is Zach Plerhoples and I am the new OCS Lower
School Health and Physical Education Teacher. The Odyssey
School community (staff, parents, and students) has been
very welcoming and I am thoroughly enjoying working with
your children! In Gym/Health all classes are settling into
their routines: a variety of warm up circuit exercises and evaluating their personal performance. All of their work is in accordance with grade appropriate curriculum. Kindergarten
through Second Grades are learning about different exercises
and how they are important to help them learn spatial awareness. Third and Fourth Grades are delving into more specialized movement patterns while safely manipulating a variety of
objects. I look forward to a very successful year in helping to
make your children more happy, healthy and positive individuals.
Mr. Plerhoples

Upper School
The middle school spent the first month of health and PE
creating a fitness schedule and learning the importance of a
balanced diet and making healthy food choices. The 5th,
6th and 7th grade will be spending the month of October
playing soccer. They will have a brief introduction and
learn the history of the sport and then begin practicing skills
such as dribbling, shooting, and passing. The students will
also learn some basic offensive and defensive strategies and
at the end of the unit will have a chance to play some small
sided games in the gym.
Mr. Laudeman
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LIBRARY CLASS
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Lower School Library is up and running! The students are
learning about parts of a book, proper care of books, and
finding a book in the library, by type of book (picture
books, non-fiction, biography, fiction, Greek). They are
learning all about our AR school challenge for grades 2, 3
and 4: Conquer Mount Olympus! Checkout will begin on
Friday, September 26 for ALL students. We are so excited
to have a working library in the lower school! Please remember to bring your books back on library day, students!
Mrs. Graham

Upper School
Library Research is a new special this year at
Odyssey. Students will have either Mrs. Huelsenbeck or
Mrs. Hoffman as their Library Research teacher. During the
first few classes, the students drafted OWLS expectations
for the library, learned library organization and procedure,
and began checking out books. After the AR kick off and
goal setting conferences, we practiced looking up titles on
ARBookfind.com and identified which colored dots in our
library corresponded to each student's AR range. Library
research class is designed to supplement and reinforce
Common Core standards being taught in core classes. In
addition to the weekly opportunity to exchange books in
Library Research class, students may also use the
library during morning arrival and lunch/recess.
Mrs. Huelsenbeck and Mrs. Hoffman
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TECHNOLOGY AND BUSINESS EDUCATION CLASS
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Grades 2-7
Students in Technology & Business Education (listed as “Keyboarding” on their
schedules) are watching, learning, and doing! In the Lower School, we have
been reviewing some computer basics and students have been learning word
processing skills using Open Office. Soon we will begin to learn how to type. In
the Upper School, 5th, 6th and 7th grade students have already been tested on the
Home Row Keys (hands covered, of course!). They have done extremely well
and are so excited when they type a word without looking at their hands at all!
(Some direct quotes include: “I did it!” “Yes!” “Woo hoo!”) Our next goal is to
learn how to be responsible digital citizens: “…just like Driver’s Education prepares young people to get behind the wheel of a car, Digital Citizenship prepares them to navigate the information Superhighway safely and confidently” (http://www.cyberwise.org/#!digital-citizenship/c1t53). Ask your child to
show you some of what we do at www.TechEdTeacher.com – updated frequently! Mrs. Stoume

(ACE) Academic Acceleration & Enrichment
The ACE program will begin again this month. Math Olympiad will also be starting in October. We’ll be doing things a little differently this year. I’ll meet with 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th
grades separately. This will allow me to differentiate instruction and practices to meet the needs of the students. Invitations will go out at the beginning of the month
along with a practice schedule. As always, thanks for sharing
your kids with me!
Mrs. Amber Smith
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SPECIAL ED/READING SPECIALIST
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Odyssey Charter School
Presents….

Odyssey of the Mind
Odyssey of the Mind (OotM) is an international educational program that provides
creative problem solving opportunities for student from kindergarten through college.
Team members apply their creativity to solve problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. The solutions are presented at competitions on local, state, and World levels. Thousands of
teams from throughout the U.S. and 25 other countries participate in the program.

Odyssey Charter will be sending
teams from grades K-7
Questions and concerns
Jennifer.leitner@odyssey.k12.de.us
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Dear Families,
On behalf of the PTO, I would like to welcome everyone back to school. What is PTO you ask? PTO stands
for Parent-Teacher Organization, and consists of parents, teachers and staff working together to support
and enrich all students. We support school staff, help promote student self-esteem, and assist in efforts
to solve school needs through volunteering and funding.
Who can be a Member?
The PTO is made up of several officers: Shelly Towler, President; Jo-el Fetizanan, Vice President of Ad-

ministration; LaToya Dionne, Vice President of Membership; Kristina Ellegood, Recording Secretary; Jen
Gannon, Correspondence Secretary and Louise Antenucci, Treasurer. If you’re a parent or guardian, and/
or an employee of Odyssey Charter, then we would like you to become a member.
PTO Programs & Fundraising
Our primary objective as a PTO is to provide our school with funds, programs, resources, and services that
will enrich and maximize the education of every child as well as benefit the school. To meet this important
objective, we fundraise. Here are a few programs that we sponsor and/or support: Walk-a-Thon, Coleman’s
Tree Farm, Scholastic Fall & Spring Book Fairs, Paving the Way to Our Future, Staff Appreciation, Field
Day, and various other services throughout the year. More information is listed on the PTO/Events portion
of the OCS website.
Become a Volunteer….Why YOU should get involved!
As you can see, we are a small and busy group. This is where you can come in! We need your help, and so do
your child(ren). A special thanks to all of our volunteers from last year for all their hard work and dedication. Here at Odyssey Charter, we strive for excellence and what better way than to become involved today. We are in need of growth and are seeking volunteers to continue re-establishing the organization. We
have planned some exciting events this year in hopes to get more parents involved in their children’s education.

The PTO is a team effort in which we cannot succeed on our own. Please come and join us by signing

up or contacting LaToya Dionne at: lcdionne77@gmail.com

Sincerely,

Shelly Towler
President – OCS PTO
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OCS Amazon
Link
Shop through our link to fundraise for OCS,
up to 10% of your total purchase! Purchase
must be completed while shopping through
the school’s link & must be completed within 24 hours of clicking the link. Bookmark
and share our link!

Target Program Link
Designate OCS as your school and every
time you shop with your Target Red
Card a % goes to the school. Go online or
call 1-800-316-6142, School Code
145713, to participate or see how much
has been contributed to our next check.

Coke Rewards Link
Register on line, choose OCS as your
school and donate your Coke Reward
points by entering codes found on caps
for Coke products. The school shops for
rewards – see what is on the OCS wish
list and how many points are needed!

Congratulations To Odyssey’s
Mrs. Natalia Ciriaco!!

Delaware’s Art Educator of the Year!!
The Delaware Art Educators Association will honor
Mrs. Ciriaco at a banquet in March 2015, as well as at the National Art Teachers Convention in
New Orleans later that month!

Please join the PTO in congratulating Mrs. Ciriaco! The award is well
deserved and we thank her for the amazing work she does with our students!
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