
Good morning, OCS Families— 

We hope you and your loved ones are doing well and staying safe and healthy while following 
Governor Carney’s Stay-At-Home directive. As announced on Monday, schools will be closed 
until May 15th. School leadership, working in concert with the Board of Directors, have a 
number of important updates to share. 

·       Level 3 Instruction: OCS will begin Level 3 programming this Monday, March 30th. Level 
3 refers to remote learning of new content, as well as review of previously presented 
material, to all OCS students. Assignments will be submitted online and graded, and 
attendance will be taken by “check in” points. Most importantly, Level 3 will count as 
instructional days. Therefore, all students must have access to and participate in Level 3 
remote learning. We are completing outreach to families to address needs and will hold 
another laptop distribution later this week, as well as providing guidance for those 
lacking internet access.  

Based on the feedback received from DOE, a guidance document (see attached) is 
provided for parents/guardians and students to understand the relative time 
commitment of Level 3 programming. Note that Level 3 instruction will be “on demand” 
and available at any time that works best for your family. In other words, all materials 
for the week will be available (similar to Level 2) on the first day of the school week so 
that your student can work through assignments at his/her pace. 

In addition to weekly assignments, teachers will be available through office hours to 
assist students and parents. Special education teachers are working with each student’s 
IEP to support these students. Our Student Advisors and Counselors will be addressing 
students' social and emotional needs, as well. In addition, building-level Deans are 
planning virtual Spirit Weeks and related activities to engage students in online learning 
and community. 

We understand that families have different home dynamics and the transition to Level 3 
may present challenges. Please reach out to your Student Advisors and Counselors so 
we can assist in this process. The move to remote learning is new for both staff and 
students; we will learn and grow together.  

Your building-level Dean will communicate more information regarding Level 3 that is 
specific to your student’s grade band. 

·       Calendar: Governor Carney has stated that the 2019-2020 school year cannot extend 
beyond June 30th. OCS administration’s goal is to end the school year on 
time, maintaining the last student day as June 5th. The board and administration will 
finalize the calendar within the coming weeks. At this time, Spring Break will likely be 
shortened to April 10-13, and we plan to retain the day off for Memorial Day on May 



25th. These calendar details are tentative, but we want to provide as much notice to 
families to assist in planning purposes. 

·       Testing: The US Department of Education has approved Delaware’s waiver for 
assessment and accountability requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. While 
details are forthcoming, this likely means that OCS students will not participate in 
Smarter Balanced or DCAS/End-of-Course testing for the remainder of the school year. 
Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment assessments are moving forward, albeit 
it modified when needed, so that students can obtain credit for these courses. 

· Marking Period 3: For Grades 3-12, Marking Period 3 will end on Friday, 4/3, and 
teachers will submit grades on Tuesday, 4/14. This will allow students to have until 
Thursday, 4/9 to submit any missing assignments or submit work to show content 
mastery to their teachers if they missed in-class assignments prior to 3/11/20.  

Students may be excused from missing work or provided alternate assignments if the 
existing assignment cannot be completed in a remote learning format.  

Faculty will check in with students who have any missing assignments and provide 
students with the opportunity to complete the assignment or show mastery of the 
content in an alternate method.  

One last note: yesterday the Delaware Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) 
shared COVID-19 updates and mental health guidance. A key take away to assist our 
families is a challenge that you may be experiencing: How to talk to children about COVID-
19 in an honest, developmentally appropriate way. DHSS shared the following: 

o   Start with the open-ended questions. Tell me what you have heard about 
coronavirus? 

o   Meet your child where they are. What are you worried about? Let them talk and 
listen. 

o   Give them facts. Our awesome Middle/High School nurse (and OCS parent) Ms. 
Henning shared the following website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-childcare/talking-with-children.html 
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Talking with children about 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 | CDC 

As public conversations around 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
increase, children may worry about 
themselves, their family, and friends 
getting ill with COVID-19. Parents, 
family members, school staff, and 
other trusted adults can play an 
important role in helping children 
make sense of what ... 

www.cdc.gov 

  

OCS is a community of families with a common mission, to serve the academic and personal 
growth of our students. Thank you for understanding and supporting the changes made to 
accommodate an extended school closure.  

Denise & Riccardo 
File attachments: 
OCS Remote Instructional Day Implementation 3.25.20.pdf 
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